A Review with ChatGPT — date: 05 July 2025

<Q> Is the USA a corporation due to the Act of 1871

ChatGPT <A> The idea that the United States is a corporation due to the Act of 1871 isa
widely circulated claim, but it is not accurate from a legal or historical standpoint.

Let’s break it down factually:

Q What Was the Act of 18717

The District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871 was a law passed by the 41st U.S. Congress.
Here's what it actually did:

e It created a single municipal government for the District of Columbia, combining the
City of Washington, Georgetown, and Washington County.

e This municipal government was set up to better administer the capital city, not to
create a corporation called "the United States."

Key point: The Act applied to Washington, D.C. only, not the United States as a whole.

fit Did the Act Make the U.S. a Corporation?

No. Here's why:
1. Municipal Corporation # National Corporation

e The Act refers to the District of Columbia as a municipal corporation - which is
standard legal language for cities and towns.

o All cities are incorporated for legal and administrative purposes. That does not mean the
country is a corporation.

2. U.S. Legal Identity Remained the Same

e The United States of America remained a constitutional republic, governed by the

Constitution.
e The Act did not change the Constitution, nor did it abolish or replace the federal
government.



https://dn790008.ca.archive.org/0/items/pdfy-XuT7yoQ9PctoP2Ac/District%20Of%20Columbia%20Organic%20Act%20Of%201871_text.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/District_of_Columbia_Organic_Act_of_1871
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/politics-and-government/constitutional-republic

@ Where Did the Conspiracy Theory Come From?

This theory:

o Originated in fringe legal movements like the sovereign citizen movement, which
falsely claim that U.S. citizens are subject to a “corporate” government created in 1871.

o Often misuses legal terms (like "incorporated™) and confuses municipal governance with
national sovereignty.

e May also misinterpret capitalization of “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA” on some
documents as proof of a corporate identity (which is a typographic convention, not a
legal status).

The Reality:

Claim Reality
The U.S. became a X False. The District of Columbia became a municipal
corporation in 1871 corporation. The U.S. remained a sovereign nation.
The Constitution was X False. The original Constitution remains the foundation of U.S.
replaced law.

"United States of America” X False. The name is used formally and lawfully in treaties, legal
is a legal fiction texts, and government acts going back to the 18th century.

O Why This Matters

Belief in this false theory can lead to real-world legal trouble, especially for people who
attempt to use it in court or tax proceedings. Courts have consistently ruled that these claims are
frivolous and without legal merit.

Conclusion

The Act of 1871 created a local government for D.C., not a corporate overhaul of the United
States. The U.S. is not a corporation in the way some conspiracy theories describe - itis a
constitutional republic, governed by the same founding legal framework it has had since 1789.


https://www.sog.unc.edu/sites/www.sog.unc.edu/files/Sov%20citizens%20quick%20guide%20Nov%2013.pdf

